
 

 

Cowes Primary School 
Anchored in the heart of 

the community 

Learn, Grow,    
Harvest 

Explore, Discover, 
Achieve 

Welcome to our Wonderful School 

Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 



 

 

 

We are delighted to share with you some initial information: 
Cowes Primary School will educate all your children to a high standard within a  

happy, healthy and caring environment.  Our new facilities enhance the children’s 
learning and participation in a wider range of activities.  As a small school we offer 

fabulous, supportive experience, a happy child, a happy learner! 
 
 

Don’t just take our word for it!... 
 

“Cowes Primary is a very happy school where the children 
are safe and supported by caring staff.” 

Parent comment 
 

“Effective relationships between pupils and staff make this school a caring and 
friendly community. Pupils feel safe and happy. The ‘right to learn, be safe and be 

respected underpins all that the school does.” 
 

‘Staff expect pupils to flourish as learners and citizens. They want the best for them. 
Pupils are proud of their classwork.” 

 
OFSTED February 2020 

 
 

We work together as a community to release our children’s potential, 
underpinned by our three values: 

 
 

Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 



 

 

 
 

Our Destination 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Our children will grow as individuals, beginning 
to understand the diversity of the world that we  

live in - encouraging their academic, social  
and spiritual well-being. 

 
 

Learning will be excellent, relevant, purposeful and fun, a highly successful 
school in the heart of the community where children have a right to learn,  

a right to be safe and a right to be respected. 
 

 

Stephanie Praetig 
Headteacher 
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Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 

The school’s admissions policy is based upon 
that of the Isle of Wight Local Authority (LA). 
 
The annual admission number for the school 
is currently 30, but subject to change. This is the 
maximum number of children the school can place 
into each year group. 
 
The LA encourages children to start school in 
September following their 4th Birthday. 
 
For the school year beginning September 2023 
children must be 4 years old between 1st 
September 2022 and 31st August 2023, for the 
school year beginning September 2024, children 
must be  4 years old between 1st September 2023 
and 31st August 2024. 

You will need to apply to School Admissions 
for a place for your child at your choice of 
school. 
 

Children’s names are not automatically 
entered on to school records. 
 

For full details and further information on  
admissions, please contact: 
 School Admissions 
 County Hall 
 High Street 
 Newport 
 Isle of Wight 
 P030 1UD 
 Email: school.admissions@iow.gov.uk 
Tel: 01983 823455 
 

Email: school.admissions@iow.gov.uk 

Admission to School 



 

 

 
 

The Governing Body 
 
 
  
 
   Headteacher   Mrs Stephanie Praetig 
 
 
   Chair of Governors   Mrs Sue Cox 
 
   Vice Chair of Governors Mr John Cross 
 
   Co-opted Governors  Mr John Cross 
       Mr Alex Osborne 
                   Vacancy x 5 
 
   Parent Governors  Mrs Katherine Flood 
       Miss Sandra Klembt                                                                                        
             
   Staff Governor  Mrs Rachael Groves   
      
   Associate Governors  Vacant                           
      
   Local Authority Governor Mrs Sue Cox 
          
   Clerk to the Governors Mrs Tina Jarvis  
       Contact:  clerk@cowespri.iow.sch.uk   

 
The Governors have the overall responsibility for the running of the school. They are 
responsible for seeing that the school fulfils legal requirements (e.g. with regards to 

the National Curriculum) and the expenditure of the school budget.  
In all these areas the Governors work closely with, and are constantly advised by, 

the Headteacher and school staff.  
 

The Governors are always pleased to hear the views of parents. Copies of minutes  
from Governors’ meetings and Governor information are available from the school office.  

 
If you need to contact a member of the Governing Body, please telephone the school 

on 293261 and we will be happy to put you in touch with the appropriate person. 



 

 

 
Staffing for November 2023  

 
 
 
  

              Headteacher                 Mrs Stephanie Praetig 
   
 SENCO    Ms Lisa Nicolson 
 
 Early Years 
 Foundation Stage Unit   Mrs Louise Stanton - Teacher/ 
     Early Years Foundation Stage Leader 
     Mrs Gemma Gerrard - LSA 
          
 

 Key Stage 1 Unit  Mr Sam Smith - Teacher, KS1 Leader 
     Mrs Castle - Teacher 
     Miss Sztypuljak - Teacher 
     Mrs Ellie Pickard - LSA 
     Mrs Zoe Randall  - LSA      
       
 
         

 Key Stage 2 Unit  Mrs Stephanie Praetig - Headteacher  
     Mrs Kirsty Thomas - Teacher, Training Leader, KS2 Leader 
     Mrs Rachael Groves - Teacher 
     Mrs Becky Bevan - Teacher      
     Mr Tom Pratt - Teacher 
     Mrs Jill Lewin - LSA 
                                                                         Ms Tracy Hayman - LSA & SEN LSA 
     Miss Vicky Ward  - LSA 
     Ms  Rosie Marks—SEN LSA 
                                                                         Mr Robert Praetig—Sports instructor 
 
 Designated Safeguarding Lead:   Mrs Stephanie Praetig  -  Headteacher 
  
 Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads:   Mrs Kirsty Thomas  - KS2 Lead 
       Mr Sam Smith  - KS1 Lead 
       Mrs Jane Gilbraith  - MAC 
       Ms L Nicolson  - SENCO 
       Ms Tracy Hayman  - Crew Club Manager 
                    
 
      
  

  
 

  
   

  

The Director of Children’s Services, Mrs Natalie Smith, has overall responsibility 
for education on the Isle of Wight. The address of the Education Office is: The Education Directorate,  
Isle of Wight Council, County Hall, High Street, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 1UD, Tel: 01983 821000. 

 

                  We currently have 147 pupils on roll in our school.  Our current members of staff are as follows,  
however this is subject to change : 

Staff at our School 



 

 Staff continued 
 

 
                 
  
 Multi Agency Coordinator Mrs Jane Gilbraith 
  (MAC) 
 
       
 Non-teaching staff: 
  
 Business Manager  Mrs Donna Robinson 
 Admin & Finance Officer    Mrs Debbie Foreman 
 Administration Assistant Mrs Leanne Godley 
 IT Technician   Mr Jeremy Surridge 
   
 Site Manager   Mr Steve Groves 
  
 Librarian   Mrs Jane Gilbraith 
  
 Kitchen Staff   Miss Nicky Ibbertson 
     Mrs Nicky Buswell 
                                                                     Mrs Kirsty Clements  
           
 Midday Supervisory                    Mrs Trudi Glasse - Senior Midday Supervisory Assistant 
   Assistants   Mrs Kirsty Clements, Miss Nikita Burnett, Mrs Tania Dixon,  
     Mrs Jill Lewin, Ms Tracy Hayman, Ms Vicky Ward               
          
        
 First Aid: Fully Qualified Mr Sam Smith,  
     Ms Tracy Hayman 
  
 Paediatric First Aid  Mrs Louise Stanton 
     Mrs Gemma Gerrard 
     Ms Tracy Hayman 
                                                                     Mrs Debbie Foreman 
     Mrs Vicky Ward 
      
  
 Crew Club   Ms Tracy Hayman, Manager 
     Ms Vicky Ward, Assistant Manager 
     Mrs Anna Speczyk 
     Mrs Tania Dixon 
      
      
      
  



 

 Staff continued 
 

              
  

  
              Cleaning Staff   Mrs Annette Chapman 
     Mrs Christine Nash 
     Mrs Trudi Glasse 
  
 Crossing Patrol   Mrs Tooti Hadibroto 
  
  
 
              Education Welfare Inclusion  
 Officer    Rachael Williams  - Education & Inclusion Manager 
     Teresa Fox - Attendance & Inclusion Officer 
      
              School Nurse   Alison Price 
           
              Quest Staff    Mrs Stephanie Praetig - Quest Team Leader 
     Miss Tracy Hayman, Mr Robert Praetig,    
                   Mrs Vicky Ward, Mrs Anna Speczyk 
                                                                        Mrs Ellie Pickard, Mrs Trudi Glasse, Mrs Tania Dixon,  
     Mr Malcolm  Smith and Miss Jaydene Paddock.  
   
  
 
 
      
 
  



 

 The School Day 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Punctuality 
It is the parents’ responsibility to see that their child arrives at school on time each day.  
It can be stressful for young children if they arrive late. 
 

At the beginning of the day, please bring your child/children to the playground between 
8.30am and 8.35am, where they will be supervised until going into class for registration at 
8.40am. The school gates open at 8.30am and staff are only available to supervise children 
from that time.  Early Years Foundation Stage pupils can be taken to the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Unit (EYFS). 
 

Absence 
If your child is away from school due to illness, it is important that you notify the school by 
9.00am on their first day of absence and each subsequent day. Please call the school on 
293261 and leave a message, we must also have confirmation in writing.  You can send an 
email to the school admin address to confirm  - admin@cowespri.iow.sch.uk  
  
If your child becomes unwell whilst at school, we will contact you to arrange for them to be 
collected. Please ensure we have your up to date contact details at all times. 
 

Leave of absence during term time is not permitted. However, if there are very exceptional 
circumstances, a request will be considered by the school and the Education  and Inclusion 
Officer for time off for your child during the term. Please complete an application form 
available from the office and see the policy - their attendance will also be reviewed.  
Unexplained absences will be followed up by our Education and Inclusion Officer.   Important 
medical appointments are only authorised for travel time and the length of the appointment.  
Children need to attend school before and after the appointment. 
 

 
 
 
 

8.30am         Gates open 
8.45am      Gates close 
8.40am      Registration                                   
8.50-12.00pm     KSI morning session, including break 
8.50-12.15/12.30pm    KS2 morning session, including break 
12.00pm-12.45pm    KSI Lunch (EYFS 11.45am) 
12.15/12.30pm - 1.15pm      KS2 Lunch Break  
1.00/1.15pm                            Registration and afternoon session 
3.10pm                      End of school day  



 

 

Attendance 
 

To make good progress and achieve good results, pupil attendance is very important.  Our 
attendance target is 96% and this is closely monitored each week. Please see the school’s 
Attendance Policy for further information. 
 
Please see the table below which demonstrates the importance of good attendance: 
 
 



 

 

Kids & Co., 22 High Street, Ryde,       
Tel: 01983 615244 
 www.kidsandcodirect.co.uk 

Big White T-shirt Co., Dodnor Way, 
Newport, Tel: 01983 532333 
       www.bigwight.co.uk 

Purchasing Uniform Items 
Uniform items, reading folders and PE bags are all available from the following shops: 
 

 
 

 Other Items of Clothing 
It is useful for pupils to bring an old shirt to wear during sessions such as art and cookery. 
Please ensure that all your child’s belongings are clearly labelled with their name and class. 
Neither the school, nor Isle of Wight Council can accept responsibility for loss or damage to 
personal belongings.  

PE and Games 
We  recommend  that  pupils  wear  slip on  black  plimsolls,  black  shorts and a school 
sports logo T-shirt for indoor PE activities (No football shirts even if they are red). During 
the winter a tracksuit and trainers may be worn for outdoor sessions. School sports logo T-
shirts and logo hoodies are also available from the above companies.  

Jewellery 
We have a no jewellery policy at school. However, plain stud earrings may continue to be 
worn by pupils in Years 1 to 6 (which  are  to  be  removed  for  PE  or physical activities) and 
a watch may be worn. This is in line with health and safety recommendations.  
 
 

Extreme haircuts or colours in the hair are not acceptable, including for example, mohicans 
and tramlines; this will be at the discretion of the Senior Leadership Team. If hair is long 
enough to tie back, it must be tied back for health and safety reasons at all times. Failure to 
comply may lead to pupils being excluded from break-times and certain activities. 

  Clothing Requirements 
 

School Uniform 
Our school uniform is red, black and white and comprises of the following: 

For Boys: 

Red sweatshirt with school logo 
White polo shirt  
Black trousers (shorts in summer) 
Sensible black shoes 
Red outdoor over-fleece with logo (optional) 

For Girls: 
Red sweatshirt/cardigan with school logo 
White polo shirt 

Black skirt, pinafore dress (knee length/just below/ 
just above the knee), or trousers 
Red and white gingham dress (in the summer - knee 
length/just below/just above the knee)  

Sensible black shoes  
Red outdoor over-fleece with logo (optional) 

In the summer, pupils may wear summer shoes or 
peep toe sandals, but they must not have open toes 
or be backless for health and safety reasons.  



 

 

 

Safety in School 
 

Security 
The security of all our children in school is paramount. For this reason, we ask that all parents 
and pupils support the school by observing the security rules.  
 
The front entrance is a security door which is controlled by staff in the main office and used by 
all members of staff and adults who need to be in school.  All visitors will be asked to sign in 
whilst on the school grounds and sign out when leaving, ID may be requested.  
 
The school gates are open between 8.30am and 8.45am. Parents of pupils in Years 1 to 6 can 
bring their children to the playground between 8.30am and 8.45am where children will be  
supervised by  staff before going into class for registration at 8.40am. 
 
For health and safety purposes, the main gates, for vehicular access, are kept closed. The           
lower playground gates leading onto Blackberry Lane footpath and the side gate at the back of 
the hall are open between 8.30am and 8.45am and from 3.10pm. If you are late leaving the 
site you will need to exit via the school office.  
 

Driving to School 
Please avoid stopping or parking in Edinburgh Close, especially the turning point by the school 
gates. We encourage pupils and families to walk to school whenever possible. There are no 
parking spaces or dropping off points available to parents/carers in the school grounds or in 
Edinburgh Close. Parents who have specific needs or have children with particular needs can 
apply for a parking permit from the school office. We ask that all parents/carers and visitors 
to the school show consideration to people walking to school and our neighbours at all times 
when driving near to the school. The speed limit is 20 miles per hour. 

 

Parental Visits 

We will invite you to visit your child’s class/events in school regularly. We recognise that for 
children to attain, their learning has to be valued  by  their  parents/carers and, working       
together, we can bring good progress and meaningful learning. So, please remember to sign  
up for your visits - we will remind you! 

 

Help in School 
Both the pupils and  the  teaching staff appreciate extra help with a variety of activities in 
school such as cookery and art/craft sessions, as well as activities out of  school such as     
swimming sessions and school trips.  It would be very difficult to maintain these activities  
without the additional support.  Also, regular help with reading in school and general help in 
the classroom is  greatly valued. Please let us know if you are  able to offer your time or       
expertise to the school - any time we give children is valuable, so this would not need to be a 
regular commitment. 
  
There are many ways that other members of the community, as well as parents, can be        
involved in the life of the school including clubs, trips and special occasions.  Please note that 
all adults who help or work in school are DBS checked.  
 
 
 



 

 The National Curriculum 
 

We ensure that our curriculum is well balanced, creative and exciting. We plan through topics 
whenever possible, to ensure that the learning is meaningful and helps children develop skills 
for life.  
 
We also develop the links of reading, writing and maths through new exciting topics that are 
reviewed regularly.  We take as much advantage as possible of the local area and we also travel  
further afield to support our topics, giving our pupils a wide range of engaging experiences.   
We are also extremely  fortunate in having wonderful resources at school including chickens, 
growing tunnels and a well developed environmental facility. These are utilised to the 
maximum to further develop our children’s life skills. 

Homework 

All children will have some degree of homework. This will vary according to the child’s age and 
ability. Information on homework is sent out by the class teacher and may vary from spellings, 
times tables to projects. Your support is vital to your child’s learning. Valuing their learning  
makes it worthwhile to the child - it  gives them a reason to learn.  We endeavour to send out 
homework that is manageable at home and enhances learning. 
 

Religious Education and Collective Worship 
The children learn about Christianity and other world faiths. Each day the children take part in 
thought and reflection during a quiet time of the day. Parents have the right to request that 
their child be withdrawn from Collective Worship and Religious Education. Please discuss this 
with the Headteacher and confirm your decision in writing. 

 

Relationships, Social and Health Education 
A copy of this policy which incorporates sex, relationships, education and citizenship can be 
requested. 

 Core (main) Subjects:               Foundation (other) Subjects:  
 English    Art and Design; Geography; History 
 Mathematics   Music; Physical Education; Design and Technology, 
 Science   Personal Development Learning (RSHE), 
 ICT    Religious Education 



 

 Learning Support 
 

How we Support our Children in their Learning 
As we get to know every child at Cowes Primary School, we identify their individual strengths 
and areas that need support to further help them develop and progress.  We are committed to 
stretching the most able and to supporting those with difficulties. The School provides a range 
of support programmes for children at different stages throughout their time  with us.      
Sometimes these are short term programmes to allow a child to catch up, for others it may be a 
long term plan to support their learning throughout their childhood.  We always work in      
partnership with parents to deliver these programmes.     
 

Our support programmes include: 
  Speech and Language 

 Toe by Toe Reading Groups 

 Numicon (Maths) 

 Rapid Reading Groups 

 Rapid Writing 

 ELSA  - informal  

 Swimming 

 Buddy Readers    

 

Each term the teachers complete a survey of needs 
for all children. We then match their need to either 
an already established programme or we will design one for your child. 

Every child matters to us and whatever their needs during their time at Cowes Primary School, 
we will do our utmost to help support your child and your family.  
  
The school is committed to providing a fully accessible  learning environment that has the  
resources to meet both physical and additional needs. Our support currently includes  
wheelchair ramped access, accessible toilet and computers for children with visual impairment. 
Our Accessibility Plan ensures that we do all that we can to  meet the needs of our children, 
making reasonable adjustments when we can to support both physical and educational needs. 
We want every child to maximise their potential. 
 

The school follows the Local Authority’s Admissions Policy, which ensures, we do all that we 
can to avoid discrimination in line with the Equality Act 2010 Public Sector Equality Duty        
requirements.  
 

The Governing Body is responsible for ensuring any new guidance from Government is put into 
practice, reviews the Special Educational Needs Policy annually.  A number of people within the 
school are responsible for overseeing the learning support implementation including the 
Headteacher, Governors, SENDCo and Multi Agency Co-ordinator. Whatever your child’s needs, 
please come and talk to us about how we can meet them. 
 

Stage EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
SEND Support 1 3 4 9 5 8 9 

EHCP 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 

Grammar Punctuation Diagnostic 
Maths Diagnostic   
Gifted and Talented  
Rapid Maths 
Precision Teaching 
Little Wandle 
Regular Readers 
Stairway to Spelling 
Year 2 SATs Booster Groups (Maths & Literacy) 
Year 6 SATs Booster Groups (Maths & Literacy) 
Fit 4 Fun 



 

 Learning Support continued 

SATs Results 
Attainment at National Curriculum Test/Task Results 

 

EYFS Outcomes 
Prediction General Level of Development (GLD) 2023 = 83.3%  
 

Year 1 
Phonic Screening 2023  = 81%  (National 75%) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Working Together 
At Cowes Primary we strongly believe in the importance of a strong relationship  between parents/
carers, pupils and teachers where everyone is comfortable coming into school, and communication 
flows easily between us.   
 

To maintain and improve this relationship, good communication is essential. We constantly strive 
to ensure that parents/carers are kept well informed and understand the issues related to their 
child. We produce reports for parents/carers, and offer the opportunity for parents/carers to come 
into school and visit their child’s class, and to attend parental consultations. 
 

Class teachers welcome questions from parents/carers, and would encourage anyone who has a 
concern about their child, whether questions about their education or welfare, to get in touch with 
the school. The staff are professional in their approach and will be happy to discuss any questions 
or concerns you may have. 
 

Indeed, if you have a worry about any issue related to your child, the best way to deal with it is to 
approach the staff member who is responsible for your child and in the vast majority of cases, 
concerns or misunderstandings can be resolved informally in this way. 
 
If you feel that a problem has not been dealt with at an informal level, then please make an 
appointment to see the Headteacher who will endeavour to resolve any issues. 

 
 
 
 

 

Key Stage 1 Outcomes 2023 

Aspect 2023 National 

  At or above ARE At or above ARE 

Reading 67% 67% 

Writing 57% 58% 

Maths 62% 68% 

2019 Key Stage 2 Outcomes 

New NC  ARE 

At or above ARE 

2023 National 

Reading 58% 74% 

Writing 63% 58% 

Maths 66% 71% 

SPAG 68% 72% 



 

 Extended Curriculum and Clubs 
 

Quest - Extended Curriculum 
 

The programme of activities that we deliver during Quest time is designed to support the  
children’s learning in many ways.  Many of the activities will have elements of literacy and  
numeracy and others include computer skills and science. Arts and crafts, sport and Food for  
Life also feature strongly. The children have the opportunity to learn new skills and start hobbies 
which they may continue throughout their lives, whilst building their confidence. 
 
Quest allows our teachers to work together across the year groups to prepare and plan for our 

children. It is a Government requirement that they have this time each week and schools have 

different ways of covering the Planning, Preparation and Assessment time (PPA). We believe 

that Quest offers both children and teachers quality time to achieve new things. 

Quest activities currently take place on Thursday afternoons for pupils in  EYFS, Years 1 and 2, 
and on Friday afternoons for pupils in Years 3 to 6.  We encourage interests in a wide range of 
activities and develop skills to enhance pupils’ lives.   
 
Some of the Quest groups currently running are: Sports, Dance, Crafts, Gardening, Archery/
Shooting, Science and French 
 

Clubs 
 

Our current range of after school clubs include:  Choir, Gardening, Dance/Circus Skills, Fun Club, 
Skateboarding and a variety of Sports. 
 
We offer a range of visits to places of interest both on the Island and on the mainland to further  
enhance our curriculum. A residential experience is also offered to children in Year 6. 

 
 

Learning for Life Partnership 

At Cowes Primary School we believe that learning extends beyond the acquisition of new skills 
and  knowledge - it  is also about discovery, moving forward and the widening of experience.  
 
As part of the Soil Association Food for Life Programme, we have  gained the Bronze and Silver  
Awards , in addition to achieving the Gold Award from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
  
 

 

 



 

 

£2.70 

Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 

All our meals are freshly cooked on the premises in our modern kitchen by our own catering  
team. 
 

We use as much locally sourced and organic produce as possible and our cooks have created a 
varied and exciting menu for the children.  
 

A lunch consists of a main course and a dessert which are balanced and nutritional. Vegetarian 
and Vegan options are always available as well as fresh fruit and bread. All children are 
encouraged to stay at school for lunch as this is an important time for them to further develop  
friendships and social skills. 
 

Schools meals currently cost £2.60* for pupils and £4.40* for adults. Each term parents/carers 
are invited to join their child for lunch and invitations are sent home on a rotation basis to each 
year group (Early Years parents are invited from the Spring Term (Jan) to enable the children to 
settle in to the routine). School meals need to be paid for in advance (on a weekly, monthly or 
termly basis). Payment is preferred through our online payments system.  However, cash is 
accepted. 
 

Families in receipt of Income Support may be entitled to free school meals for their child. Please 
ask at the school office for an application form or you can complete an on-line application form 
via the Isle of Wight Council website. Universal Free School Meals are available to all children 
from Early Years until the end of Year 2. (* Current September 2023) 

School Dinners at 
Cowes Primary School 

“The school dinners are lovely, my favourite is lasagne!” 
Pupil, Year 2 



 

 

Crew Club is a bright and friendly out of 
school care facility. We offer  a home from 
home environment, with the opportunity 
to interact with other children and play 
with games and toys, various arts and 
crafts, read books and many  other  fun 
activities.   
 
We offer a healthy daily breakfast, light 
tea and snacks. 

If you would like more information or would 
like to book a place for your child, we       
welcome you to contact the Crew Club    
Manager, Tracy Hayman on 07511 709 744, 
or alternatively pop in and see the Team in 
the club room. 
 
We offer out of hours  care  for  all  our     
children from 7.45am to 5.00pm. Open to 
children ages 4 to 11 years. 

Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 



 

 

Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 

Teas, coffees and refreshments can be enjoyed 
at events during the year for a nominal charge 

Harvest Festival boxes are prepared 
for charities in our community 

Friends of Cowes Primary  

All parents are automatically members of the 
Friends of Cowes Primary School (FOCP) and 
are  very welcome to participate in all school 
events. We positively seek the support of par-
ents from each new intake. 
 
The FOCP organises a mixture of social and 
family activities throughout the year, which 
include fund raising events such as discos, 
cake sales, book sales and help with the  
Summer and Christmas Fairs.  

They play an active role in supporting the  
school during Sports Days, Harvest Festivals 
and various meetings during the year. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about the FOCP, or would like to help with 
any events, please contact the school. 
 
 
 



 

 

Right to learn  Right to be safe  Right to be respected 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Within  Early Years at Cowes Primary, our aim is  to  provide a welcoming, 
lively and stimulating atmosphere in which young children may grow, feel 
secure and realise their full potential. All children develop and learn at 
different rates and in different ways. We provide a curriculum based on 
each child’s interests and their stage of development.  

At Cowes Primary School we take  every child’s learning forward from their 
time at home and pre-school experiences. We understand that their 
learning begins long before they join us. It is very important that we 
continue to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding, working 
together with parents and carers. 
 
The children learn to be confident and independent underpinned by a  
caring and secure relationship, while being encouraged to take  controlled 
risks and  to ‘have a go’. 
 
We provide a rich, varied, stimulating and child centred learning 
environment to support, engage and extend every child’s learning. The 
children are encouraged to take part in a range of activities; shared tasks 
or independently where they have the opportunity to consolidate what 
they have learned in earlier child initiated activities. 
 
All areas of learning are connected and all are equally important. We use 
the children’s interests and engaging  topics  to plan a range of  learning 
opportunities to ensure that all areas of the curriculum are covered. We 
have an indoor and outdoor learning environment  providing  stimulating 
opportunities on a daily basis. 
 
The children feel happy and secure within the setting and are confident 
with all staff. This is illustrated by how enthusiastically they share their 
learning with others and how they approach visitors, welcoming them and 
showing their pride in what they have achieved. 
 
We have excellent opportunities for transition as the majority of our pupils 
come from Blackberry Lane Pre-school. The pre-school children regularly 
visit us to make use of the interactive white boards and other resources. 
They have taken part in our themed events and all of the EYFS staff meet 
with the pre school children on a regular basis.   
 
Cowes Primary Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has  been identified as 
a model of good practice by the Local Authority and is a special place to be, 
where we learn and have fun together! 



 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS – important information 

FOR EVERY CHILD REGISTERED  
COWES PRIMARY WILL RECEIVE £1,455 EACH YEAR 

 

The Government is giving money to schools to help children from lower income families 
achieve their best.  This funding is called ‘Pupil Premium’. 
 
No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any other benefits you are 
claiming.  Please talk to us about registering your child today. 
 

Do my family qualify? 
 

You can register your child for Free School Meals, if you, or your child, are in receipt of 
any of these benefits: 
 

 Income Support 
 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 
     Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 Support under Part VI of the immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you do not receive working tax credit and have an     
 annual income, as assessed by His Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does 
 not currently exceed £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on  -  paid for 4 weeks after you stop  qualifying for 
 Working Tax Credit 
 Universal Credit  

 

Children who receive these benefits in their own right (for example, they get benefits 
payments, can also apply for free school meals. 
 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any  of these benefits and you child 
is both: 
 Younger than the compulsory age for starting school 
 In full-time education 

 
How does it work? 
 
1. First, check if you qualify – it is not just if you are unemployed, so 
 please check the list above carefully. 
2.       Registering is really quick and easy – if you think you may qualify, 

 or are not sure, either follow this link: 
            https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  
           or pick up a form from the office. Alternatively contact Jane       
 Gilbraith at the school, who will help you to register. 
3. If you want your child to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime 
 that’s  great - they will get the free meal, saving you approximately 
 £400 a year. 
4. If you don’t want your child to have the school meals, they can 

 continue to have a packed lunch as normal – as long as you qualify 

 and are registered, the school sill gets £1,455 per annum extra. 

Did you know just registering your child for Free School Meals means 
that the school gets extra money? – Even if they are receiving their 

Universal Free School Meals in Years R-2, 
 

Register now to make sure our pupils don’t miss out. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Please note that the information contained in this brochure is correct at time of printing,  

but changes may occur during the year, so please contact the school if you have any queries. 

Cowes Primary School 
 

Edinburgh Close, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 8HF  
 

Tel: 01983 293261 
 

Email: admin@cowespri.iow.sch.uk 
  

Website: www.cowesprimaryschool.co.uk 


